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Sustaining-Rule-Consequen0alism (SRC): First Principle 

An ac(on or inac(on is wrong if and only if it is forbidden by a code of rules whose 
internaliza(on by the overwhelming majority of the corresponding responsible 
popula(on in each new genera(on has the expected value of maintaining vital 
capitals at no less than minimally sufficient levels for rightsholders’ well-being 
(with some priority for the worst off). The calcula(on of a code’s expected value 
includes not only an(cipated outcomes, but all costs of geFng the code 
internalized as well. (CREDIT: Adapted from Ideal Code, Real World, B. Hooker, 2000) 

SRC’s Universally Applicable Code of Rules 

Primary Rule (infused with ’something extra’: Sustainability) 

• Vital Capitals Rule: Never act in such a way as to inequitably put either the 
sufficiency of vital capitals or the well-being of rightsholders who depend on 
them at risk. (CREDIT: Mark McElroy, 2008; applies to impacts on all vital capitals) 

Secondary Deriva?ve Rules (such that we can live within our means and ensure the means to live!) 

• Renewables Rule: Never act in such a way as to inequitably consume or diminish renewable resources at 
rates that, if generalized, will exceed the rates at which they are regenerated. (CREDIT: ‘Daly’s Rules’; Herman 
Daly, 1990; applies mainly to impacts on natural capitals) 

• Non-Renewables Rule: Never act in such a way as to inequitably consume or diminish non-renewable 
resources at rates that, if generalized, will exceed the rates at which alterna(ve renewable resources are 
developed. (CREDIT: ‘Daly’s Rules’; Ibid.; applies mainly to impacts on natural capitals) 

• Pollutants Rule: Never act in such a way as to inequitably emit pollutants at rates that, if generalized, will 
exceed the rates at which they can be assimilated by the environment. (CREDIT: ‘Daly’s Rules’; Ibid.; applies mainly 
to impacts on natural capitals) 

• Anthropogenics Rule: Never act, or not act, in such a way as to inequitably produce or maintain 
anthropogenic resources at rates that, if generalized, will fail to ensure their sufficiency for rightsholder well-
being. (CREDIT: Mark McElroy, 2008; applies mainly to impacts on anthropogenic or ‘anthro’ capitals) 

Glossary 

• Inequitably – Unfairly, unjustly and/or disproporKonately; free-riding on the efforts of others to maintain capitals. 
• Rightsholders – ParKes with rights and enKtlements to vital capitals, and to whom corresponding duKes and 

obligaKons are therefore owed by others – if and only if material – to manage their impacts on such capitals in 
ways that can help preserve, produce or maintain them at sufficient levels. [See here for organizaKonal illustraKon: 
Rights, Du5es and Corporate Social ‘Kantracts’]  

• Vital Capitals – Resources in the world that humans and non-humans alike rely on for their well-being; most oZen 
classified as consisKng of – but not limited to – natural, human, social, constructed, intellectual, and economic 
capitals. [See here and here for more on capital theory and also here: Thresholds, Alloca5ons and the Carrying 
Capaci5es of Capitals] 

• Well-Being – A physical and/or mental state of human or non-human health, saKsfacKon or happiness that is at 
least minimally sufficient or adequate, and not necessarily anything more. 

“Suppose we find a theory with one 
first principle that explains all the 

general du@es on the moral pluralist’s 
list … plus something extra. [The] 

deeper underlying principle would be 
an interes@ng discovery.” 

B. Hooker, Ideal Code, Real World, 2000 

 

“… ac@ons are to be tested by 
rules and rules by consequences.”  

J. J. C. Smart, “Extreme and Restricted 
UPlitarianism”, 1956 

, Ideal Code, Real World, 2000 
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